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Some Further Reasons 
why we Celebrate the 
Fourth Centenary of 
the Reformation and the 
English Bible 


THERE are some things so demonstrably 
true in history, and so positively confirmed 
by all experience, that they may well rank 
as axioms in allright thinking. Such are :— 


1. That the Reformation was at once 
the revival of true spiritual religion, the 
harbinger and ground of our civil liberty, and 
the cause and herald of our national pro- 
gress.—For ends so great as these, costly 
though the effort and long the struggle, it 
was surely worth the while. Christianity 
and Patriotism combine their grateful 
praise for the glorious Reformation. 


2. If the Reformation was worth achteving, 
it is worth commemorating and maintatn- 
ing.—Each generation which inherits the 
blessings of an open Bible, a pure Gos- 
pel, with freedom to worship and work 
for God according to the dictates of con- 
science, is responsible to maintain these 
blessings for those who come after, enlarged 
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and confirmed rather than impaired. Hence 
the need for every generation being trained 
sn Protestant and Scriptural Christianity. 
One weak or foolish generation may undo 
the work of centuries, and lose the blessings 
bought by blood and fearful sacrifice. Just 
this appears our danger now : Rome assert- 
ing ancient claims; superstition clad in 
modern garb, but still at heart the dark 
Dictator as of old; officials in the ranks of 
Reformed Churches who dub the Reformation 
a mistake, andattempt to assimilate Churches 
in England, Scotland and Ireland to the 
papal mould ; literature, largely swayed by 
pens well trained to promote Papal interests. 
These combine to make an atmosphere at 
deadly feud with Protestant effort and 
Evangelical faith. All such influences are 
a call to prayer and action in maintenance 
of Reformation principles based upon the 
Word of God. 


3. The Reformation, though it was by 
men, was of God.—This is proved alike by 
its need, its nature, and its fruits. Jts need 
is seen in the then state of Christendom, 
with its luxury and debauchery, its mingled 
darkness and despair, its almost utter 
ignorance of the Divine will, the burial of 
the Bible, and the banishment of piety. 
The shameful sins of holy Rome and the 
indulgences sold by Tetzel were only 
possible in such an age of darkness and 
death. 

The nature of the Reformation may 
be judged by its leaders. hey were men 
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er, of piety and of purity. hey 
ee nt not ms "personal. gain, for they 
lost their all, and often their lives by their 
testimony. They were not schismatics, fot 
they called men not to sects or shibboleths, 
but to Christ. Them cry was, | Yo the 
law and the testimony !’’ Their desire 
was to re-establish a holy church, reformed 
from errors and abuses, for God's glory 
and man’s salvation. If or where they 
erred, it was in fear to altogether conform 
to Apostolic doctrine and practice. What- 
ever differences have marked Reformed 
Churches have been due to a halting some- 
where, or in some points short of the 
Scripture standard. But the whole Reform- 
ation was a soul struggle towards Scripture 
light and standing. In England, where the 
Mass wasthe great contention, the movement 
led to a Scriptural and true view of the 
Lord’s Supper, guarded by specific rubrics 
from superstition. In Germany, the battle 
turned on justification, and faith was amply 
vindicated as the alone condition on which 
the believing soul was accounted just by 
God. In Scotland, Prelacy smelt of priest- 
craft,and wasalien to thesimpler polity Knox 
had learned at Geneva, and Scotland has 
remained Presbyterian to this day. But 
whatever the local colour of the changes 
made, the appeal was to the Scripture, as 
the very Word of God. 

The frutts of this great epoch are proof it 
was of God. Wherever rightly received and 
fairly followed, there has been religious, 
civil and industrial progress. Liberty with 
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her benign influence has smiled on Protes- 
tant lands. Security of life and property 
has followed, with freedom to study, read 
and think. England, Scotland, Holland, 
Germany in the Old World; the United 
States and the Colonies in the New, alike 
rejoice in these beneficent results. The hope 
of the world to-day lies with the nations that 
are Protestant. The evangelization of the 
world is on its way to blessed realisation by 
these same peoples. The philanthropies of 
the world, where not prompted by pro- 
selytising purposes, are mainly the work of 
these same lands. 


4. The Mighty Weapon by which all this 
has been attained is not Princes or Councils, 
swords or diets, but THE Worp oF GOD, 
believed, preached, given to the people in 
their own tongue. 


Luther, in his ‘‘ Table Talk” says: ah 
have grounded my preaching upon the 
literal Word; he that pleases may follow 
me, he that will not may stay.” 

“ The point in which Zwingle is greatest, 
and in which he is second to none among 
the Reformers, is this: even his profound 
deference to the Word of God.....- When 
he came to the Bible, he came to it as a 
Revelation from God, in the full consciousness 
of all that such an admission implies, and 
prepared to follow it out to all its practical 
consequences. He accepted the Bible as a 
first authority, an infallible rule, in contra- 
distinction to the Church or tradition, on 
the one hand, and to subjectivism or 
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spiritualism on the other. This was the 
great and distinguishing principle of 
Zwingle, and of the Reformation which he 
founded — THE SOLE AND _ INFALLIBLE 
AUTHORITY OF HoLy SCRIPTURE.” 

Luther's Aygemonic, or dominating prin- 
ciple, was justification by faith alone, by 
which he overthrew the monkish fabric of 
human merit. Zwingle’s dominating prin- 
ciple was the sole authority of the Word of 
God, by which he dethroned reason from the 
supremacy which the schoolmen had 
assigned her, and brought back the under- 
standing and the conscience to Divine 
Revelation. So it was with all the Reforma- 
tion leaders ; and so it is with the World's 
Evangelical Alliance to-day. Its first 
principle is “The Divine inspiration, 
authority, and sufficiency of the Holy 
Scriptures.” Hence the Alliance is a union 
in Truth, based on God’s Word. 

So. Li ts in this Word that we have the 
source of knowledge and the seat of authority in 
veligion.—Amid contending schools, this at 
least is clear : I must look for such authority, 
if at all, in myself, in other men, or in revela- 
tion. The first is practically Rationalism ; 
the second in the long run is Tradition. Now, 
experience and history alike disprove the 
claim of these to infallibility. If anywhere to. 
_ be found, therefore, it must be in revelation. — 
This is just what Scripture claims to be— 
God’s revelation to His creatures; a real 
message of light, throbbing with love and 
holy purpose to the souls of men. It is not 
an emasculated Bible, a collection of m Ha 

sooty J RUTHERFC 


HOUSE - 
LIBRA” 









4 ee’ ft é ~% 


and legends, religious novels, or tales to be 
classed with the Arabian Nights. Ours is 
an authenticated Bible, Divinely inspired, 
authoritative as the Word of God. 


After a fair survey of modern scholarship, 
it remains true that no unanswerable 
evidence has been adduced to touch this 
holy citadel or overthrow its mighty claims. 

If we turn from controversy to the com- 
fort all hearts long for, we find Scripture 
gives such a Revelation of God, as to be aill- 
embracing in its range of thought, life, and 
feeling ; all sufficient in its provision for the 
varied needs of man; all-satisfying to the 
hungry, longing soul. Well may we take 
the words of Dante, and apply them to 
ourselves to-day :— 


“Christ said not to the first conventicle, 
Gq forth and preach imposture to the world : 
But gave them Truth to build on : and the sound 
Was mighty on their lips, nor needed they, 
Beside the Gospel, other spear or shield : 
To aid them in their warfare for the faith.” 


In full dependence on the Holy Spirit, with 
such a Bible for our God-given weapon— 
we may confront the world, and help with 
confidence to realise the prayer, “‘ that peace 
and happiness, truth and justice, religion 
and piety may be established among us for 
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